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Wi th the 7 igure of « a Fine HORSE meaſured from the 


of the Branch; with ſhort 
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TWENTY FIVE Ba 
61 0 6-4 
oO 7 LL 6 
_ MANAGE HORSE 
Engravd by FOSEPHUS STMPSON, 
From Original Drawings of = 
Mr. FOUHN VANDERBANCK. 


e If HERE being already many Treatiſes on all the Parts of Horſe- 
manſnip, ſufficient to form the compleateſt Rider, as far as 
Books can contribute to that N ; I ſhall therefore only 
obſerve upon them, That the Figures in thoſe Authors are 
drawn either by Painters who knew no farther than to 
expreſs the Shape, but not the Action of a Horſe; or by 
ding, who underſtood the Action, but not how to draw 
the Shape; bein g Maſters of their own Art, but not of the Princi- 
ples of Deſign. Theſe of the celebrated Artiſt, Mr. J. VAN DER 
BANCK, ſeem to partake of both; who, the better to execute his Ideas, 
was himſelf a Diſciple in our Riding-Schools, and purchaſed a fine Horſe 
as a Model for his Pencil: And tho' done in his younger Years, before he 
arriv d to his preſent Perfection, yet they diſcover his Genius; having both 
ſuch juſtneſs of Deſign, and true Grace and Spirit in the Expreſſion, that ſhews 
that he can, if he pleaſes, excel all that have attempted loch n 
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ſieſt Command, nor above Two and an Half when Hardeſt. 
d) The Knee muſt not be above Half an Inch before the Line, in the 


> 


The Terms of Art, as we have them from th 


only add ſome few Remarks. 
f the BrRancn. 


The Engl / Bitt- makers have run into a manner of making the Branch, 


Which renders it almoſt uſeleſs; 1 ſhall therefore give a Draught and De- 


ſcription of a German Branch, ſhewing the Difference, and wherein the 
Fault and Uſe of them conſiſts ſeparately. : 3 | 

The Branch hath Five Parts, which are ſhaped according to a Line, and 
are called the Eye (A), the Beam (B), the Shoulder (C), the Knee (D), and 
the Bolt (E). 


(A) The Eye ought not to exceed Three Inches in the Eaſieſt Command, 


nor be under Two Inches in the Hardeſt; it ought to lye upon, or a little 

backward from the Line. LY RES Og 
(B) The Beam muſt be ſtreight on the Line; for if it is placed back- 

ward from it, it weakens and diſorders the whole Branch; its Size ought 


to be in proportion to the Bitt. 


Herein it is that our Engliſhmen Workmen are ſo much miſtaken, by 
ſhaping the Beam backward from the Line, fo that the upper Part, or Eye, 
has very little Space to command the Curb, before the Branch is come quite 


a- croſs the Horſe's Mouth in an Horizontal Poſition, and conſequently can 


have no farther Effect. 


Then, to make the Branch look Bold, as they term it, they ſer the lower 
Part ſtrutting half a Foot before the Line, the Weight of which lying con- 


ſtantly upon the Horſe's Jaws, deadens them, and when drawn by the 
Reins, ſoon comes round, and loſes all Power ; whereas when the lower 
Part of the Branch is made ſtreight with the Line, the Headſtall bears the 


greateſt Part of che Weight thereof, and makes it lye eaſy and pleaſant in 
the Horſe's Mouth; and the upper Eye being forg'd more back from the 


Line, gives a full Command, without Danger of falling thorough, as may 
be eaſily conceived by the Draught. _ 
(C) The Shoulder muſt not be under One Inch and an Half in the Ea- 


greateſt Command: Its Length from the Beam Three or Four Inches, ac- 
cording to the Horſe's Size, the Chain being placed diſtant enough to pre- 
vent the Horſe's catching at it. | rr 


(E) The 


n the French, and the De- 
ſcription of every Action, are affix d to each Plate, To which I ſhall 
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5 E 
(E) The Bolt muſt not be above One Inch before the Line, when Bol- 
deſt; nor more than One Inch behind it, when Gentleſt; its Diſtance from 


the Knee, Two to Three Inches. 


The whole Length. of the Branch about Ten Inches for a ſiz d Horſe. 


When the Branch hath Length upwards, with a ſhort Shank, it is gentle, 
and ſo Vice Verſa. _ 5 1 5 


By conſidering the Branch after this manner, tis eaſy to know the Power 


of each Part, and to order them for more or leſs Command, as Occaſion 
ſhall require. 


The Branch, when truly placed, will lye in a perpendicular Line with 


the Horſe's Head, the upper and lower Ends inclining ſomewhat backwards, 


without the Help of the Reins. - 


| There is a Bitt much in uſe, called a Pelham Bitt, which is a ſhort Pi- 
ſtol Branch, with Reins to the Bitt, which is ſmall as well as the Branch, 


very uſeful either to pull the Horſe upon a Run, with the Bite Reins, or 
to Stop ſuddenly with the Branch Rems, and is a good Method to Bitt 


» 


young Hotles. : 


Of the Manag'd Horſe and Seat. 


The beſt Seat is to be Free and Eaſy, as well as Firm; and as a Rider 
can't be ſo, that muſt be always attentive to his Horſe, the delicate Aids 


and high Airs of the Manage are moſtly laid aſide, as not only Uſeleſs, bur 


Troubleſome. 


The ſeveral Niceties of Branches and Bitts ſeem as little regarded at pre- 
ſent ; the chief Queſtion as to that being, if the Curb have its due P 
and Command; and the M 
the main Point. 0 1 
The Rider's Body ſhou d be ſtreight, yet Eaſy and Natural, as he walks; 
his Arms and Legs the ſame; the . rather cloſe to the Horſe's Sides, 
ready to graſp him on a ſudden Motion, or to give the Heel; for nothing 
is more contrary to a good Seat, than wide Legs. The Stirrups ſhould be 
long, but ſo as the Rider may feel them well. A good Hand in Riding, 
(which muſt not be over-tight) is like an Ear in Muſick; a Rider will 
find it of himſelf, ſooner than learn it either from Books or a Maſter. 


This Seat is not acquired at once, but by long Practice, and a good deal 
of Time ſpent in bY 


ace 


ake of the Horſe, and the Rider's Hand, are 


the Schools, and is the Seat uſed and practis d by our 
r | Hot | 
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[4 
lrs thought ſufficient for the Horſe, if he carries himſelf ſteady-in his 
Paces, and feels the Bitt without Diſorder, and will readily Advance, 
Turn, Back, or Paſſage. . 


Of the HunTiNG-SzAT. 


Beſides the Seat uſed by Officers, and thoſe who like to have their Horſes 
Bitted, the Hunting-Seat has its Advantages; I mean for Eaſe, both to 
the Horſe and Rider, which is principally to be conſidered in Hunt- 
ing. It is like the Seat of the Aſiatick Nations, who are much on 
Horſeback, with fort Stirrups and light Saddles. Neither is this Seat fo ea- 
ſily obtain d; and tho it may not appear Graceful, as that of the Manage, 
=; it is found very neceſſary in our fine Hunting Counties, upon a long n 
| Chaſe, vix. to fit light, and humour the Horſe's Motions, by inclining 
| the Body; and fave his Wind by pulling the Reins, more or leſs, accor- 

| ding to the Ground he runs over, which will greatly help him to laſt the 
# 
; 


| Day; whereas one that is ignorant of this Method, will ſoon blow his 
Es Horſe, and put an End to his Sport. „„ 8 
In Foreign Countries, where they know nothin g of this manner of 
_ * 30 Riding, they have ſeveral Relays to mount, when their Horſes are Blown, 
FE of which they ſeldom fail: But a ſingle Horſe, in good Order, and rid 
= with Judgment, will laſt beyond all their Relays, ſtick clofe to the Hounds 
to the End of the Day, twice in a Week, throughout the whole Hunting 
Seaſon, and hold it for many Years, with due Care; when I believe in France 
they ſcarce have a Horſe that with their Riding will hold out one Day's 
Sport, or laſt one Seaſon; ſo little do they underſtand how to ride or feed 
their Hunters, which are all bought in England. | 
Both theſe Sears ſeem uſeful ; nor does it leſſen either, that there are Pe- 
dants in both, LE f . 
D Obſerve never to have a Slack Hand with a Snaſſle, nor an Over: tight 
one with a Bitt. . 


1 Of the Hun TiNG-Horss. 


The Shape and Proportion of a fine Horſe have been as much deſcribed 
as that of a Statue; and tho' here is one exhibited with its true Meaſures 
at the End, yet the Actions or Motions of him are not fo eaſily defin'd, 
tho' as neceſſary as his Shape. | 
| In general, he ought to move even, and ſtand upright, with his Feet on 
| each Side parallel, rather wider behind than before, as in the Plate; w_ 
5 


, 
-—> —_—_— — — try 8 en rg 4 


[5] 

if he but barely does not touch the Hair before, it is wide a In 
his Step he ought not to take up his Legs high, or caſt them ſide- ways; 
and in his Gallop ſhou'd point his Toes well, without taking them high, 
25 repreſented by the two Draughts, which diſtinguiſh the right way from 
the wrong, as in the Plate A and B, which are not to be underſtood ſtrictly 
ſo, but after the manner of Figure A, with his Feet pointing, and together, 
and not ſo high and wide as in Fig. B. I mean the natural Action ſhou d 
be ſo of a Hunter; for when a Horſe is put on his Haunches in the Manage, 
he may be allowed to move higher, yet not fo extravagantly as moſt Painters 
draw their Horſes. It is evident to every Eye, how much more Time and 


Labour the faulty Action takes up, than that of the parallel and even Mover. 
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In Leaping, when he comes cloſe to the Bar, or Rail, he ſhould riſe gently 
with his fore Legs, drawing them under his Body, and | ſinking at the ſame 
time on his Haunches, and then throw himſelf over at once, pitching on 
his fore Legs firſt; bur his Riſing ſhou'd be ſo very gentle, that it may be 
in the Rider's Choice, either to let him go over, or pull him back, as in Fig. 27. 

This is the Standing Leap, and differs from the Flying, which is taken 
without ſtopping to look before you leap. 

Moſt Gentlemen are againſt bitting their Hunters, as if it wou'd 
ſpoil their Stroke, but it is an Error; for if a Horſe naturally move 
well, the bitting now in uſe will do him no other hirm, than to make 
him more tractable; and certainly there is no Horſe fo ſafe and pleaſant 
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at all unctures, as a Hunter fo qualified. He is ſteady in Hand, and uſed 


to all Grounds, knows where and when to ſer himſelf a little on his 
Haunches on a Hand-Gallop, which does not at all hinder him from laying 


himſelf out on Occaſion. MO F 
Such a Hunter will not be improper at the Head of a Squadron, taking 


the Air, or on the Road, whereas few Officers Horſes will make good Hunters. 


- Beſides theſe Qualities of Shape and Motion, a good Hunter ought to 
have two more, which are Temper, and a good Stomach or Body, and his 


Size not under fourteen and a half, nor above fifteen Hands. 


Alter all, there is no Rule to be given poſitively in the Choice of a Horſe; 
if he's ſafe and pleaſes his Rider tis enough, ſcarce one in ten anſwers, and 
that more by Fortune than Choice : which makes it ſo difficult to recom- 
mend to another what depends fo much on Fancy and Hazard: 


Tis faid the King of Pruſſia keeps a Stable of Forty Englih Horſes for 
his own Saddle, of which he picks a few, and to keep up the Number has 


15 or 20 young ones bought up yearly in England. = 3 
As Hounds ought to be ſuited to the Country wherein they Hunt, fo 
ought the Hunting Horſe. . 1 


6 


Upon the Wolds in Vorkſpire, Lincolnſhire, & c. and Downs where they 
have a large open Country and long Runs altogether upon Wind, a bred 
Horſe kept in running order is beſt, Jags þ 


And in Northamptonſhire and Countries that have many Encloſures, a 


well- choſe light Guelding of that Country that has been taught to leap, 


will ſerve very well. + 5 
But a Horſe of Size and Subſtance between both, that is Strong and 
Nimble, ſeems the moſt deſirable for any Service, and is the moſt difficult 
to be found. © | 

Moſt of the Torkfoire Horſes brought to Town by the Dealers, are uſed 
too Young by the Farmers themſelves who breed them, for they begin to 
uſe them for Riding and Draught at two Years Old, and at four or there- 
abouts make them up, as they call it; that is, feeding them with Maſhes 
and ſcalded Bran, to fatten them ſpeedily for the Country Jockies, who 
ſell them to thoſe of Northamptonſhire, or to the Londoners who go into 
thoſe Parts on purpoſe. 75 5 


Scarce one in five or ſix being ever thoroughly cleanſed of their foul 


and groſs Food after they come into Gentlemen's Hands, where they too 


frequently diſcover ſome Abuſe or other by their being ſo early Rid; there- 
fore the beſt Method to be ſure of a freſh found Colt is to buy him at 
one or two Years Old, or to Breed. | be 
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1 _ This was taken from a Beautiful Horſe belonging to His Majeſty, 
= preſented to him when Prince of Wales by his Grace of Devon, and call'd 
Devonſhire, which may ſerve as a Pattern for Painters to ſtudy the Pro- 
portions of Nature, and the Gradations of the Joynts and Muſcles, and 
to fix ſome Rules for avoiding thoſe groſs Errors many fall into. As ſuch, - 
_— The Length of this Horſe from his Cheſt to his Buttock is equal to WI 
__ this Height, taken from the Middle of his Back to the Ground. i. 
= The Length of his Neck from the Root of the Ear to the Withers, is 
__ cqual to che Depth of the Shoulder from the Withers to the firſt Joynt of 
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che Leg. wo . 
— Ti gen Joynt of the Fore Leg is equal to all che other Joynts in- 
cluding the Hof. TONY Me 
The ſecond Joynt from the Knee to the Paſtern about three fourths 
EE, ae 2 1 9 9 71 
The Paſtern and Hoof about an equal Depth, and the Hoof near 
as Broad as deep in its thickeſt Part. | 
The greateſt Breadth of the Fore Leg where ſet on, is above twice as 
much as the ſmalleſt part next the Knee. 


The Thickneſs of the Neck from the Withers to the Cheſt is as one 
and an half to the ſmalleſt part next the Head. 
From the upper ſide of the Ear to the lower ſide of the Eye is the 


—_ * 


ſame as from thence to the Noſtril. . 
Ihe length of the Back from the Withers to the Rump, is che ſame 

as from the Withers to the firſt Joynt of the Leg. VVU»ÿkß8 

From the Hip Bone to the extreameſt part of the Buttock, half as 
long as from the Hip to the Withers. 5 5 

. From the top of the Tail to the point of the Hock, equal to the whole 

ore Leg. Oe, 7 | 
From the Hock to the Paſtern the ſame length as the firſt Joynt of the 

Fore Leg, Goc. Gc. G. | | 
Ne. B. Theſe Meaſures cannot be Mathematically true, being taken by 
| RED ſtrait Lines on Parts that are Spherical. 


Of Remedies for Diſtempers I. ncident to Hunters. 


The great Art of Feeding Horſes in uſe, being to proportion 4 
Diet to their Exerciſe, ſo the want of judgment in this point is too 
3 often - 


. 
Y 


often the Cauſe of their Diſeaſes, which are Obſtructions generally ariſing 
* from Surfeits, or Colds, both which are to be cured by moderating their 
| Diet and Exerciſe, with due Care and a very little Aſſiſtance of Phyſick, 
if any, where the Proportion beforemention'd' is rightly underſtood. - 
here are good Remedies in many Books; but Gibſon, who has im- 
proved upon a my ſeems the beſt, by the. Aſſiſtance of which if a Gen- 
tleman takes delight in his Stable he will ſoon gain Experience enough to 
be his own Farrier, which will ſave his Money, as well as his Horſes. 
However 1 ſhall add ſome general Hints, and give one or two particular 
. Medicines I have experienced with Succeſs © 
- Preparations of Antimony, Mercury and Sulphur are found the beſt Clean- 
ſers of the Blood. 85 Sf ons 
For the Worms, half an Ounce of Erhiops Mineral. 

Et hiops Mineral is alſo good to correct the Juices. 3 
For a Surfeit, Liver of Antimony a Spoonful given for three Weeks every 
Night and Morning in his Corn. FDC 

For a Violent Cholick, when the common Remedies have fail'd, a 
Dram of Liquid Laudanum hath been found ſucceſs fun. 
The following Balls are for Colds and Pthyſical Obſtructions; Two Pound 
of Sulphur, and half a Pound of Diapente, mixed with as much Honey as 
will make them Bind. VVVVVVCVV Re ha 
I mention theſe Balls, becauſe with them was cured in fix Weeks time 
a broken-winded"Old Hunter, with Legs fo ſwell'd with the Greaſe, that 
he never lay down during the Cure. 8 OR 5 


* 
a 


. 


a 


The Balls were given twice a Day of the bigneſs of a French Walnut, 
applying at the ſame time a Poultice of Turnips to his Legs, till they 

| © broke, and then keeping them open and running with a Tent, Siringing 
1 them daily with Brandy and Water, till they cloſed by Degrees; and con- 
* cluded with a Purge or two, Had I uſed Repellents as a Farrier adviſed, 
*rwould probably have kill'd the Old Servant, who ſince has ſtood many 


a hard Chaſe, and is likely ro ſtand many more, carries a good Body, and 
lies well. P 


mY . 


For a Purge, prepare their Bodies the Day before with ſcalded Bran, 
and mixing one Ounce of Aloes Zocotrine, with the quantity of two of the 
aforementioned Balls; give one at Night, and the other next Morning. The 
belt way to preſerve a Hunter's -Limbs is to let him lye Abroad, with an 

open Stable to come in at pleaſure for his Corn or Shelter, except in 
Countries where they: muſt be kept in ſtrong Exerciſe for Wind. 
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